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'Peak Pitch Helps Cunnect Ideas With Flnanclal Backmg

- CoMrtmuen FRoM Pace El

Baolwon Valley on March | and even-
tually makes its way to foar other ski
resorts, including Mt, Sunapee on
March 9.

Orignnally conceived as a spin on
the standard “elevator pitch,” the
event has heen a way for aspiring New
England entrepreneurs to shape their
ideas mto a tight, coherent explana-
tion and meet the people who may one
day help them realize their goals, suid
Mart Biphtmire of Borealis.

The event is free to participants,

though entreprencurs muse submit a . =

* short business proposal before they
cini register. Investors also have 1o
Pegmsles.

“The view was, let’s figure oot a
wily 10 create an event that is unigue-
ly regional.” Rightmire said in a
recent interview in his Hanmover
office, “And let"s use that io pus a new
twist on 4 fairly standard event people
havetdgnlhrmg,hwlmﬂnfrerau-
ing maney.”

Though more caswal than 3 hoard-
room, Peak Pitch is still a highly
orchesirated .aﬂa.ir, with
entrepreneurs wearing bloe ski bibs
and investors wearing zreen o make
matching lift partneérs easier. A per-
_som can isoally gel 10 a minmum of

to lunch, where one person is
declared to have made the best pitch,

Pearson, who went to all three
events last vear, had the best pitch at
Sunapee. He still didn’t leave with an
ivesbor's chock,

Few pecple actually leave with a
commitment from an investos, Right-
mire said, but there iz valve beyond
Lhe bottom line, Pearson said he left
with several contacts who have been
helpful in steering his business,

More than that, however, Peak
Pitch is an educational opportunity in
which entreprencurs crystallize their

ideas and gain :Ipu;m.lre to the
imvestor mindset.

“It's a gregt public service,™ zaid
Grege Fairbrothers, director of the
Darimouth  Entreprencurial  Met-
work, who has promoted Peak Pitch
0 aspiring entreprensurs. “"I'hm:ls
nothing betier for o first time
mummwthumamﬂ;,rupm}
l:-'I'IL'tI'L

Some people deliver their pitch o
perfection after just a couple runs —
they're usually the ones who “bomb
duwmmtf‘afmruuikghm:

Hmrhm:mtl:umﬂharm
when someone has just taken the
wrong thinkiig oo much
ghout whatever product or service
they want to sell and not enough

hout whether there Ean}'ﬂ:ndywill-

ing o buy it, ssid Arlon Chaffee, a
Tounding member of eCoast Angel
Metwork, a group of “angel”
investors alomg the Mew Hampshire
seacodst. (Angel investors provide the
capital, and often the expertise and
CONLACES, @ new business needs to
maove from the self-funded stage to

the point where venture capitalists

sbepin.)
Some  people, pgﬂm weren't
ﬁ ready 1o pitch their s Lt all, he

"‘j'm"llsay. “Oh, =0 all vou have to

“do is line up a billion customenrs and

you've gof the market bocked up,’ and
see the blood rush out of their
" Chaffes said, “Maybe a per-
sonal pencil sharpener valet won't

make money,”

But it's not all about educating the
ook EMreprensis,
Chaffec attended Peak Pitch lLast
year and has signed up again this vear.
As an angel investor, he said he wants
0 “cultivate that ecosystem™ that
keeps developing a fresh supply of
high-quality entrepreneurs in New

Plus, there is always the chafce
snimeone may jump on your Bift and,
in four minutes, n::]ll}'tmnllﬂb:ll' per-
fext,

“You mever l:mw Chaffee said.
"%kimnhuffmmﬂmem
find the princes.”

Chris Fleisher can be rmhﬂm!
(@3} F2T-3229 or nﬂ;mﬁu
EVHEWT.Com. ’





